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of human nature which is not English, and
perhaps not human.

The great advantage of English liberty
is that it is in harmony with the nature of
things; and when living beings have managed
to ackipt their habits to the nature of things,
they have entered the path of health and
wisdom. No doubt the living will is essen-
tially absolute, both at the top and at the
bottom, in the ferocious animal and in the*
rapt spirit; but it is absolute even then only
in its deliverance, in what it asserts or
demands; nothing can be less absolute or
more precarious than the living will in its
existence. A living will is the flexible voice
of a thousand submerged impulses, of which
now one and now another comes to the
surface; it is responsive, without knowing
it, to a complex forgotten past and a chang-
ing, unexplored environment. The will is
a mass of passions; when it sets up absolute
claims it is both tragic and ridiculous* It
may be ready to be a martyr, but it will have
to be one. Martyrs are heroic ; but unless
they have the nature of things on their side
and their cause can be victorious, their
heroism is like that of criminals and mad-